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Abstract. Post1990, with the establishment of faculties or departments with a geographical profile, against the
background of the development of new specializations, there waslentsgnto place higher emphasis on the
fields of Human Geography Population Geography, Urban and Rural Geography, Geography of Industry,
Agricultural Geography, Geography of Services, Social Geography. Currently, there is an ongoing integration
of Romania Human Geography into the flow of world geographical resedicl research issues analized
under the Human Geography umbrella are important from the perspective of providing advice and expertise in
the management of human and see@@nomic aspects at n@aus territorial and temporal scales. There is an
increasing emphasis on the premises of an increasingly efficient collaboration with stakeholders at different
levels, given the importance of topics of general interest, favored by the manifestatiomarigrer changes in

trends or the emergence of specific circumstances. This study provides an overview of the specific research
directions and of the main university and research institutions dealing with the fields of Human Geography and
Regional Geographthroughout the postommunist period.

1.INTRODUCTION

After 1990, when Romanian geography came into closer and permanent contact with
international geography and had access to a specialized bibliography, Human Geography developed
considerably and began @ddress a series of previously unbroachable issues.

In this context, Human Geography had a hamisapproach to the main issues related to the
transition and podransition period, that is, aspects related to demographic transition, population
mobility, deindustrialization, economic restructuring and reindustrializatidmarirural relationsthe
development of metropolitan areasban renewal and gentrification, land use dynamics and future
land use/cover changes flows, to thésrconnectivity of diffeent modes of transport, labour force
and unemployment, aspects of medical geography, quality of urban life, different regional territorial
outlines Contemporary concerns about regional geography became based on systemic approaches.
The border between phical and economic geography, strongly outlined during the period of
Soviet influence, has considerably blurred, as phygjealgraphical phenomena were approached
from the perspective of their anthropic impact, and the sbgiroan ones in close correlatiovith
their natural background

New university centres were -established and appeared, focusing on the field of Human
Geography. The universities had affiliated research centres specialized in the field of Human
Geography, approaching different issued topics through the new multidisciplinary perspectives.
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The opening of the Romanian geography to the international scientific arena and the complex
way of approaching some topics and issues that for the Western world especially (e.g. a geography of
postcommunism) were new and very tender for academics offered to the Rongaoigraphers the
opportunity to be involved in various subjegtecific commissions of the International Geographical
Union, such as Population Geography, Urban CommissiofthiRking Cities and the Urban: From
the Global to the Local, Sustainability of Rural Systems, Land Use and Land Cover Change, Local and
Regional Development.

Things have gone from a simple geographical transposition of information, in a spatialized
perspective, d the integration of specific variables in a broader context, open to new conceptual
theoretical models. The diversity of research topics in which geographers with concerns are integrated
in the study of Human Geography, involves a wide range of reseaectiahs, from traditional ones
that combine gedemography with historical geography, to innovative ones, which introduce topics of
cultural, social geography, land use changes or which become integrated into global concepts that take
into account the Bopean Green Deal and the Sustainable Development Goals.

2.POPULATION GEOGRAPHY

The study of the human expanse over the Romanian geographical space has long been integrated
in the broader framework of Human Geography or, indirectly, in monographic wdtés 1990, with
the establishment of faculties or departments with a geographical profile, against the background of
the development of new specializations, there was a tendency to take further this discipline. Extensive
work focused on the geographicatadysis of the population existed before, but now we were
witnessing the emergence of specific research directions, focused on various topics of general interest
and strict topicality, such as those related to population mobility, the impact of ecoramsitian on
social structures and the economic development of the population, the quality of life or the role of geo
demographic structures in sustainable developrantThus, it went from the simple geographical
transposition of demographic informatidn, a spatialized perspective, to the integration of specific
variables in a broader context, open to new concefitearetical models. This evolution was also
enabled by the increase in the number of faculties/departments with a geographical preitaslyre
restricted to only three university cersgre ( Bu c h ar e s-Napoch)aThus, thare was £widej
coverage of the Romanian space, profitable from the perspective of the diversity and originality of the
research topics. At the same time, the increasingly democratic access to the main dources o
information, especially in electronic format, and the familiarity with the possibilities of statistical and
cartographic analysis proposed by the computer revolution have led to an increase in the quality of
studies, as evidenced by the numerous artiplgsished in collective volumes issued following
prestigious conferences or in author monographs.

In this new context, a series of research groups coalesced in the university centres that have
faculties/departments with a geographical profile or witheltistitute of Geography of the Romanian
Academy, dealing with the study of the population. At the University of Bucharest, the Centre for
Geodemographic Research and Territorial Analysis, stands out, coordinated by Prof. Liliana Dumitrache,
PhD, who initated in 2007 the issuing of a publicatidgtiuman Geographiesvith a more complex
profile but in which the study of the population occupies an impoprtarp | ace. Btol ylae " “
University of ClufNapoca, the study of the population is integrated in the theme of research centres
oriented towards regional development, territorial identity, or sustainable development, each with its
own publications. Tis dispersion is also generated by the existence of the Centre for Population
Studies, coordinated by the faculties of History, Economic Sciences, Sociology and Geography, which
also sponsor the publicatidgdomanian Journal of Population Studies At Itehxea n“dA u | oan
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the population on the practical aspects of space organization and resilience of territorial structures.
Within the West Uni v eafa Rdgignal®éveldpiemt GreBsrderaSiudigssh e Ce r
and Rational Planning stands out, which also integrates research in the fieldd#ngegraphics,
mainly from the perspective suggested by its name. At the University of Oradea, the study of the
populationis integrated in a broader framework, offered by the Centre for Territorial Studies and
Analysis, with the same practical orientation. Concerns for integrating the study of the population in a
broader, interdisciplinary scientific context also exist indtier university centres that have Geography
departments (Suceava, Targovi st e, Cr a(iCoovnas)t amrt as f
Sibiu). Last but not least, the Institute of Geography of the Romanian Academy includes a department
of Human Geography and Regional Development, in which the study of the population takes pride of
place. The smaller teams belongingtothe Gl poca and | asi branches of
have also geographers specialized in this field. The organizationiesftiSsc events with a geo
demographic profile remains a desideratum, as does the establishment of a professional association, as
is the case in other geographical disciplines (geomorphology, pedogeography etc.). Attempts have
been made in this regard, tbthe interdisciplinary nature of the study of the population and the
integration of research activities in the more general framework of Human Geography has have
generated a solution. It should be noted, however, that all the scientific events organibed b
geography faculties/departments in the country have, in their curricullum, sections dedicated to the
study of the population, thus motivating the exchange of ideas and collaboration between university
centres. In these circumstances there are algortymities to hear various guest figureheads, known
both nationally and internationally. Along with frequent participation in scientific events abroad or the
development of professional training and documentation internships, these opportunities offer the
chance to become tp-date with the latest theoretical, conceptual and methodological perspectives in
the field. Thus, various analysis models were adapted, and various analysis models were implemented,
serving as a support for research projects withionat or external funding, materialized by the
publication of numerous articl es, author’s books
The diversity of research groups in which geographers are integrated, which tackle population
studies often mixed with the study of human settleisi@nvolves a wide range of research directions,
from traditional ones that combine gdemography with historical geography, to innovative ones,
which introduce topics of cultural, social, political geography, or is integrated into concepts essential
to the issue of global change, such as sustainable development or the resilience of territorial structures.
Without being very clearly outlined, in each university centre, certain original tendencies manifested
themselves, often triggered by the particuilesitof the area in which they are located. Among the
frequently approached topics, worth noting are: the reconstruction of the populating process of some
regions in the Romanian space during the past centuries, thus resumingodoh thgene in national
geography; the evolution of the demographic transition process in Romania, both in a European and
global context, and at regional or local level; the analysis of the hgewagraphical potential in
certain regions, seen as a support for secimnomic develement; pursuing current processes of the
redistribution of the population, such as the depopulation of rural areas or, on the other hand, the
periurban, metropolitan agglomeration; deciphering the mechanisms that have generated disparities in
the manifetation of phenomena with a strong economic and social impact such as the accentuated
aging of the population or the massive migration abroad of the young labor force from certain regions;
the dynamics of the ethnic and religious structure from a geolkistai geopolitical perspective,
especially targeting the regions with a more heterogeneous population; population health, quality of
life and the resilience of gedemographic structures, in a local or national corgéxtAccounting for
all developed reearch directions is a difficult task given the complexity of many studies in which
population variables are integrated into multivariate analyses aimed at identifying correlations,
connections or causalities specific to certain territories, or procesdgzhanomena of geographical
interest. In the same way, the exemplification of special results for each of the mentioned research
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directions is made more difficult by the incidence of the particularities of the studied space, so that any
contribution can & considered a gain for geographical knowledge.

The perspectives made available by the geographical study of the population are important from
the point of view of providing advice and expertise in the management of human potential at various
scales of arlgsis. Although awareness of its importance among public officials is limited, there are
premises for an increasingly effective collaboration, given the importance of issues of general interest,
favored by the manifestation of permanent changes in tremdghe emergence of specific
circumstances. The instrumentalization of this expertise at the level practiced in the western states,
especially from the perspective of planning and landscaping, can contribute to the establishment of
good governance practigeintensely necessary for a state such as Romania, marked by a hesitant
transition from the totalitarian regime to a democracy and a free market.

3. URBAN AND RURAL GEOG RAPHY

After 1989, with the collapse of the old regime, the issues addressed are madkrband
unrestricted, thus leading to the resumption of associations with international geography. Because of
the increase in the contacts with the urban geography schodifeoént countries, such as France,
Germany, the USA, Poland, as well astthasformationshat took place at the level of each city, new
methodologies have been used, in addition to the easy access to the statistical databases, the field
guestionnaires and the new computer techniques. Among the issues addressed were thg fhibowin
impacton the urban systeof the collapse of the totalitarian regime, the industrial impadbwns, and a
characterization of each city @r ak e | e TR0 m@n ieeniJRomaniarpGitidsi Ao Abridged

Encyclopaedih

Between 1990 and 2021, the study of the urban space also appeared in a series of books,
scientific articles or chapters in volumes, as the field of research of severalpleog-1 . | anos, V. (
Al . Ungureanu, S. Negut , P. Cocean, I . Vel cea,
Voicul escu, I . Ni col ae, Gr . Pop, R. Sageat a, Bi

Sorina VoiculescuD . Bugiags A.B.l ISudit u, Mirela Mazil u, M. C

Substantial works have been published on the topic of population and settlements as a whole,
including:Geogr afi a economi c fThe&conomiamGeogramhy of thes Copteampasary e
World] (1993), Sisteme teritoriald Territorial Systems(2000) Teor i a si st emel or de
[The Theory of Systems of Human SettlemdB®00) Atlas de la Roumani€2000), Antropogeografie.
Geogr afi e uma n[Anthrapogeograpbyn BlumancdnEconomic Geography(2005),
SpaS$i u, economi e[Spate, Esanany anch Bettlenent SygtE@0OE), Amenajarea
teritoriilor periurbane [The Planning of Perurban Territorie$ (2007) Ge o gr af i [Blumanmant
Geography(2011)

At the end ofthe 20" century and the beginning of the*1.990-2005), aspects related to cities
came up in the works related to elementstiad geography of the cityprban dynamics and
development, mathematical modelling, territorial systeBmne regional urbariuglies also took into
accountgeographical regions such as Moldova, Wiestern Plain, theities between the Carpathians
and the Danube, the piedmont hills between the Motru and Gilort Rivers.

Post2007, the cities and the urban system, as well as tlaertutal relations, were tackled in a
series of works related to tibanning of perurban spacesneindustry townsurbanrural relations,
urban ecology, tban renewal and gentrificatiomyban images, strategies for urban development,
urban segregatio The study also focused on various cities, such as Bucharest, Suceava, and Arad.

The study of the metropolitan areas in Romania is a hew research approach. It is worth noting
the works which approached Bucharest and Oradea Metropolitan Areas with esgactsng human
environmental relations, the role of tourist attraction areas in close proximity to Bucharest
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municipality i n t he former’s i ntegrated devel

development of settlements within the metropolitarea of Bucharest, environmental quality
assessment, agricultural geography using GIS technologies.

The new specificities of the urbanization process given the European strategies are summed up

C

in the (bilingual) synthesis volumeé®B o m©ni a. Spa$Si uRomania.cSpaed, &dciety, medi
Environment (2005, 2006), in the chapt®&@r a k e | e [Rhe Git@s of Romanig reprinted in
2016;Ro m©ni a. N a t [Romanix Natue and Saxigtia thechapteDe z vol t ar ea ur k

K i

ar i i | e [Urbart Dewelpponent andiNdetropolitan Arg¢élsig. 1).
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Fig. 1— Urbanization in Romania during the 192911 period.

(SourceRo m©ni a. N a t (Romanix Natuge and Sarigt@Oibein thechapteDe zvo |l t ar erdle ur bant

metropolitang Urban Development and Metropolitan Ar¢as

Interdisciplinary studies on the urbanization processes are carried out by the research centres at

the following universities: the Interdisciplinary Centre for Advanced Research on Territorial

Dynamics, the Centre for Environmental Research and Impact Studies, the Centre for Integrated
Analysis and Territorial Management (University of Bucharest), the Centre of Human Geography and
Spati al Pl anning (AI. . Cu Raral ahd Urbae Habitat ig the | asi )

Context of Sustainabl e Development (Val ahia Uni

After 1990, the specificities of theural area in Romania are tackled in (bilingual) synthesis

volumes, such a o m©ni a. Sp a$Si (Romasao pace, tSaciete, Envirommip @005,
2006), in the chapteBp a Si ul r ur @The Rardl AraoomRamanga{Daniela Nancu),
reprinted in 2016-Ro m©ni a. Nat [Ronaniak Nature and Sceiptya theschapterSatul i
Dezvoltare teritoridlk ki t endi n $ e[TheMllageioTeratonial Pevelopmeat@and Socio
Demographic TrendqFig. 2).

Vv
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Fig. 2— Demographic balance of rural population, 202211.
(SourceRo m©ni a. N a t [Romanix Natuse and Sczigt@0i6ein thechapterSatuli Dezvol t are teri tor
tendi nSe s o[@hevYilthgeinDegitoralfDevelepment and Socidemographic Trends

Between 1990 and 2021, the study of the rural space also took shape in a series of books, scientific
articles, or chaptrs in volumes, as it was the field of research for several professors and researchers:
V. Cucu, G. Erdeli, V. Surd, D. Buga, Veselina
Constantin Vert, Valeria Alexandrescu, Daniela Nancu, Gr. Pop, Ghedéigtes ceanu, Cost el a

A number of works dealt with aspects of rural geography as a whole, suckeagrafia
akeztbtr i [ToeGeographysof Rural Settlemeh(2000) Ro mOhR@apul aSi e, akezktr
economie [Romaniai Population, Human S#é¢ments, Econonhy(2005), The Geography of
Settlement$2009),Sat u | romGnesc. Tradi Si e, c[he R@mampaor anei t
Village. Tradition, Contemporaneity and Hope for the Fuf2€09).

Moreover, works were published at regiolealel regarding thdle h e di nt i Pl at eau, t
Carpathians, Burnas Plaid,at e g BanatMad st i s t theaDolPolgesm iArgdahe Subcarpathian
Depressions of Oltenia between the Jiu and Bistr

4. GEOGRAPHY OF INDUSTRY

With the regme change of 1990 and the shift from the command to mbdssd economy, the
geographical research of industrial activities has pursued various paths of analysis to reflect the multi
faceted transformation and fegaching consequences of industrial dem Placed at the core of the
economic restructuring, industrial sectors followed new patterns of spatial location that reshaped the
economic structures, the labor redistribution, and interactions between rural and urban spaces. The
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openess to the globatonomy and the integration with the European Union added more challenges
for the proces of industrial change.

During the first decade of the transition process, i.e., the 1990s, geographical analysis focused on
the entaglements of restructuring and piarag of industrial activities, the social changes in terms of
ri sing unempl oyment and the phenomenon of t he
national economy from industrialization to tertiarizaton and r ar i zati on ( Andr ei a
Popescu, 2000; |l anos, 2001; Dumi trescu, 2008) .
‘“hesitant etélMar20h4yrakwere deindustrialization
gol den agebnt ect apetah @o7), induStly has tegistered massive employment
loss,65%0f t he | abor employed in 1990 (Andrei and Mi
industrywas reflected in the closure of enterprises, the rationalizatiml downsizing of industrial
activities, | arge scale | ayoffs and a consi der at
wealth. While in 1990jndustry accounted for 58.1% of the gross domestic product Y\GDR | ano s ,
2001), its share dropp to 23.2% in 2019 (Popescu, 2021). This decrease has been explained as being
the result of intra and intexectoral changes whereby the inherited industries adjusted more or less
successfully to the new economic environment and to international comuetfithin the process,
privatization held a central role. Constrained by slow and erratic institutional change, privatization
produced poorer results than expected in terms of revenues and contribution to industrial restructuring
with only one fifth of al enterprises managing to survive the change in ownership (€haly 2017).

However, the 1990s also witnessed an increase in foreign direct investments (FDI) in industrial
sectors, mainly in labor intensive and resotvased manufacturing sectors (Craet al, 2005;
Popescu, 1999).

Starting the 2000s, a new stage of industrial change took shape characterized by a sloweindecrease
employment rates, deep structural reconfigurations, and an increase in industrial output and
competitiveness. Throughothe 2000s, manufacturing exports grew eiigid mainly targeting the
European market (Cristegt al, 2017) due to the gradual shift from low valtsttled to higher
technologyintensive products and growing productivity (Popescu, 2021). €msstry conparative
assessments of the CEE region pointed to new patterns of regional specialization and sectoral
concentration of industrial activities (Kallioras al, 2004); within this regional framework Romania
appears as a combination of both an assembljoptatand an intermediate producer with varying
impacts on productivity, innovation, and business decisiaking (Pula, 2018). The structural
changes of the production system and the considerable FDI in industrial sectors (mounting to 62.9% in
2002 and stailising to 29% in late 2010) expalin the increasing share of industrial sectors with
mediumhigh and high technology intensity (Popescu, 2021). These changes also marked the turning
point from deindustrialization to reindustrialization (Jucu, 2015).

Aside from the structural inter and intisiectoral changes of economy with varying outcomes at
spatial scales, the economic restructuring has dramatically changed the relevance of urban and rural
areas in terms of migration flows. The loss of jobs and incomdbearesult of deindustrialization
raised the costs of urban life and, in the case of small and mediedch towns, generated social
deprivation and a decline in supportive services. Incentivized by the land reform and the higher social
security availablén the countryside, a significant number of former urban dwellers who have been
layed off from industrial enterprises moved to villages (Popescu, 2019). The urban to rural migration
has been regarded as a radical shift in population distribution pattethe modern history of
Romania (Benedek, 2006) manifested with different intensities that triggered the emergence of
particular clusters in terms of net migration rated(r 6 k , 2014) . The deindust
shrinkage are bound by catesedeffect relationships. The industrial change is fundamentally an
uneven process with different consequences on urban economies. While the large cities benefit from
diversified economies and stronger endogenous potential to sustain growth, the small and medium
sized towns share structural weaknesses that prevent them from embarking on an economic
development pathway (Popescu, 2014). Hence, in their case, the outmigration flows were the most
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significant. The loss of labor and market functions in the case of somalk, triggered in particular
the-ecdeomi zati on’ of t he etal 20Enalorgside the roralization and e (| B &
agrarizatioeaetalt,reh@®s9).l ahlbse cumul ati ve effects r
t owns'’ et<li, 2005y Wueing the conventional urbanu r a | di vi de. Al ternat |
citi es’ et dl,C2Ii7sinflaeaced the migration and commuting flows according to their
specialization in industrial and services activities. As such, Crestabh(2017) differentiated between

industrial cities as strong drivers of commutifgl(oi est i , Pitesti) and the
mostly characterized by inmigration (CINja p o ¢ a , lasi, Ti mi soar a) . Both
are proxies for territorial competitiveness.

Responding to these heterogeneities, a large body of redeatsed orthe impact of industrial
changes on urban economies. Prior to 1990, it is estimated that 95% of the industrial enterprises were
located in about 200 urban centres (lgn2001). Typically large, the industrial activities have
changed the oveltaurban structure and the relations between towns and their hinterland. After 1990,
the urban centres have experienced a dramatic change in their economic roles and functions and
increasing inequalities between metropolitan andcwe regions (PopescR021). Studies addressed
the urban centres, both large and small, from different perspectives: the socioeconomic evolution
under the impact of industrial restructuring to identify the directions of development through urban
regeneration actions and diffateeconomic alternatives (Cerclewt al, 2018); the effects of
simultaneous processes of-/dendustrialization and tertiarization in modifying the urban structure and
generating new spatial patterns at local scale (Jucu, 2015); the interrelatiores lwtindustrializatioand
urban planning, reconversion and economic policy in urban centres where industrial sites have been
transformed into commercial areas with different patterns of urban developmene{ldisi?019); the
role of industrial brownglds for urban planning in relation to the buifi area and the identification
of management actions and redevelopment strategies to sgptainable patterns and quality of
urban life (Filip and Cocean, 2012Paraschiv, 2012jigoriaOprea and Popa,027); the functional
structure of monoindustrial towns and challenges for future socioeconomic redevelopment (Dumitrescu,
2008); the change of inneity mobility flows,e conomi ¢ restructuring and |
and Piciorus, 2012) ; industry as an urban devel
(Cercleuxet al, 2020); the role of agglomeration economies in urban sprawl, suburbanization, and
extenson of metropolitan areas (Popescu, 2011; Dumitrathal, 2014). Overall, the competitive
cities reshaped the economic geography through their demographic and economic mass, the
concentration of dynamic and growing activities, higher connectivity arebiments to promote the
quality of life in urban environments (loneskleroiu et al, 2013). In addition to the capital city of
Bucharest, 20 large cities have been assigned the role of regional growth poles and urban development
poles that attracted theillx of capital investments, leading companies and highly skilled labor.

Unlike the slow and hesitant manufacturing transition, the mining industry was approached
through a *shock therapy’ policy in 19%ésed | n t he
down and about 100,000 jobs were eliminated (Popesal, 2003). Based on the legislative and
institutional changes (the 1998 law of mines and three governmental bodies responsible for the mining
restructuring), a number of 26 mining areas weecdl ar edhdasant d g s-year periadr a 10
Follow-up assessment highlighted mixed results in terms of labor and activities reconversion (Popescu
et al, 2003a). Besides the socioeconomic impact, the environmental consequences drew attention of
the geographical research. For example, Meetial (2016) pointed to the high rehabilitation costs
and the lack of involvement of the local authorities in addressing the land degradation and productivity
loss as well as the negative consequences on huméh. Hgae vulnerability of mining sites and
communities required new methodologies andépth data analyses combined with GIS tools to map
development solutions and offer guidelines for the decisiaking of sustainable strategies (Constantin
et al, 2015). A special concern of geographical research was the assessment of how flapldatibn
perceives the impact of mines closures and their associated environmental and humautceatths
(Dogaruet al, 2009; Morar, 2011; Radu, 2016, 2018). Althbydaced in different spatial contexts
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(Apuseni Mount ai ns, Bi hor or Mar amur engjoritynaf ni ng a
these studies was that the local population shares a strong feelingiddésitation withmining. The
mining-centredperception of themselves, the environment and further job opportunities hampered
largely the redevelopment strategies together with the late and inconsistent governmental response.

Industrial change is a good predictor of spatial rearrangements of ecahoegyonal level and
the subsequent widening of regional socioeconomic disparities (Patedc2003b). A large numberf
studies enhanced the understanding of-ilated intraregional inequalities as a result of deindustrialization
and reindustrial z at i o net a, BE3 Papescu, 2014; Benedek, 2015; Cristedd, 2017). The
divergence of regional development pathways was addressed through two main divéotisearch: the
reconfiguration of regional economies as the result of industin@ahges; and the impaof various
mechanisms and strategies of regional development. The former relied on the assessment of spatial
patterns of growth and decline in relation with emergent forms of social and economic inequality
(Mitrica andPopesqu,e2616;2021).2T@ellatter focused on the role of new forms of
industrial organization and concentration (industrial parks, industrial clusters) as instruments of
regi onal devel opment policy ( Popes c unghte@irdihg ; Dode
competitiveness of productive agglomerations and the capacity to generate jobs and incomes.

The shift from the command to markedsed economy stirred radical changes in industrial
sectors challenging the geographical research to addredsittuistrialization and reindustrialization
processes in a comprehensive and systematic way. The studies aimed at relating thepemmifiext
response to varying inherited structures and ongoing industrial change to examine the economic
performance of idustrial sectors. Overall, these studies captured the changing role of industry, both
manufacturing and mining, in creating national wealth, attracting direct foreign investments, and
influencing the evolution trajetories of employment and productive firhwing the past three
decades, industrial changes have contributed to reshaping the economy of regions and urban centres.

5. AGRICULTURAL GEOGRAP HY

Agricultural Geography is a branch of Economic Geography which has developed continuously
on a global andnational level, especially after 1949, with the establishment of the Land Use
Commission within the International Geographical Union.

In the last decades, with the development of modern graphic representation techniques (GIS) and
remote sensing, the reselarin the field of agricultural geography and land use has grown, with an
increasing emphasis on interdisciplinary research, on mapping the categories of land use based on
satellite images and on the spatial analysis of changes as data sources. Thar pamiocations that
land use changes have in the context of global environmental changes have led to their study &ecoming
priority for several international research projects (LUCIGind Use and Land Cover Changes; GLP
Global Land Programme etc.)h& CORINE Land Cover program, coordinated by the European
Environment Agency (EEA), is of special importance for the field of agriculture and land use; in this
program, using satellite images, land use maps have been created, on a scale of 1:100,®a8t for a
the whole of Europe. These were made for the years 1990, 2000, 2006, 2012, 2018, and are useful
practically for studying the dynamics of agricultural land use categories, simulating future changes, or
planning the territory. For the statistical clfisation of land cover and land use categories,
EUROSTAT has initiated two programs: CLUSTERS (Classification for Land Use Statistics) and
LUCAS (Land Use/Cover Area Frame Statistical Survey), aiming to standardize statistical databases
at a European lelig=urthermore, the Commission for the Study of Land Use and Land Cover Change
(IGU-LUCC), within the International Geographical Union, coordinates the activities regarding the
change®f land use in relation to the natural and anthropogenic factorsghataje said changes.

After 1990, among the endeavors of Romanian geographers, as well as those of speoialists
other fields, we may recall: quantifying past changes in the agricultural land use structure, using old
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cartographic documents as data sesridentifying and analyzing causal factors in different historical

and geographical contexts; assessing the impact changing land use has on the environment and on
society in the context of global environmental changes; modelling past and future charaes i
cover/use; the impact of climate change on agriculture (agricultural production) and land use and the
attempt to identify methods of having farmers adapt to these changes etc.

Within the Institute of Geography of the Romanian Academy, specialiattamas paid to the
research of postommunist changes occurring in the agricultural sector, carrying out numerous
studies, both as part of research topics or doctoral theses, as well as part-lofidggtary national
research projects or in cooperatwith foreign institutions abroad. Among the problems addressed,
we may note: the analysis of the changes produced in the agricultural sector during the post
Communist period and the use of integrated modelERE) in order to set up scenarios for land us
change, as well as identifying areas with different levels of suitability for agriculture given the climate
change conditions (EnviroGRIDS, 2011); the development of climate services to support local policies
helping farmers adapt to climate change (ESH,| 2013, Simat al, 2015); the simulation of future
land use changes by applying the CL-:8Enodel (RGRISK, 2016); development of sustainable and
organic agriculture; multifunctional agriculture in urban andsidan areas etc.

The results of the rese of the Romanian geographers, as well as that of the other people with
preoccupations in the field of agricultural geography were published in a series of articles included in

specialized journals either in the country, or abroad (l. lordan, 1994,eFoarBor d 4 nc , 1996,
Claudia Popescat al. , 2003 ; eDal 2083 2005 2010u2012, 2013; EleXraa Popovici,
2008, 2010; Elen&na Popoviciet al. 2013, 2016, 201 6etal,2018, 8020; 2021 ;

Mihaela Simeet al, 2015; G. Kucsicsat al, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020; &u csi csa and D. B
2020; Ines Grigorescetal , 2013, 2019, 20ekdl;, MdOridca 2DWLRMI;t rBd saa
et al, 2013, 2015). In addition, the results were published in several chapters in reference volumes,
such as:Calitatea solurib r K i r e S e atmasport At geagriafigSoil Quaity and the
Electric TransmissioNetwork Geographical Atlds(2004);Ro m©ni a. Spa Si[Bomanaoci et a
Space, Society, Environme(2005) and its English version, published in@d o m©ni a. At 1l as i
geografic[Romania. Historicalgeographical Atlag(2007);Ro m©n i a . Na t (Rormanix i soci
Nature and Socie}y(2016) etc.

Within the university departments, courses on agricultural geography or general issues of this
field were also printed and dealt with in the economic geography courses.

In conclusion, we may say that agricultural geography and land use have evolved continuously,
from an inventory and descriptive science to a quantitative and predictive science olivegiecks
and land use categories, allowing us to issue estimates about their future evolution. Over time,
geographers have expressed an interest in studying all aspects of agriculture, in particular the
relationship with the natural environment, continsly developing its object of study with the help of
modern research and analysis tools. Due to the special role that agricultural geography and land use
have played in economic geography, the research on the dynamics of agricultural crops, that of
agriaultural production, of land use categories, on the changes occurring at their level, as well as the
significant impact they have in the context of global environmental changes, they remain a priority of
the national and international scientific world.

6. GEOGRAPHY OF SERVICES

After 1989, the Romanian economy went through an extensive restructuring process by closing
many large industrial units. This was due to the interruption of trade relations with partners from the
Middle East as well as those from No#frica, which meant a strong blow for the less competitive
Romanian industry on the Western European market. Theoffigopulation in the industry has
gradually found employment in services activities such as transport, tourism, trade. Research in the
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field of economic geography has focused on the services that have become the engine of regional
economic growth. The stage of functional analyses, which were then joined by quantitative analyses
followed after the descriptive phase of the communist l@s of this research was carried out in
complex human geography studies, which highlighted the relationships between human settlements
and the economic activities that influenced their development.

Transport GeographyTransport infrastructure plays an imgoit role in economic growth in
general, and productivity in particular. Thus, numerous geographical studies have highlighted the need
to expand the main transport arteries (highways, railways), the optimization of the transport network,
as well as the ietrconnectivity of different modes of transport.

InhisworkRo mOeagr af i gRomania. dnarisporiiioe Geograght984), Gr. P. Pop
emphasized the role of the transport network in the development of the settlement system.

Volume Il (1984), of the workGe o gr a f i a[Gdegrapl® rof Romarjsestablished the
dependence between the main economic activities in the Romanian urban system and the transport
network. Volumes IIl (1987) and IV (1992) of the same work address the relationship between
transport and settlement system at the regional level. Other woakgseara certain aspect of the
transport network: the efficiency of the railway transport network (O. Groza, |I. Muntele, 1998), or the
evolution of the road transport network in Moldavia (I. Muntele, I. Cimpoescu, 2011).

The transportation on the Danube vgiagen special attention, as it was the subject of numerous
articles in journals, published by: Al exandra Ghe

C. Tal &nga (2000) perfor med a modern ,substar
simutaneously evaluating the impact that major changes in the field of transport networks can have on
the national, regional and local settlement systems (Fig. 3). Moreover, the variety and complemmgentarity
the transport networks are analyzed accordingpeocharacteristics of the relief and the geographical
position of the administrative units (counties).
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Fig. 3— The classification of Romanian cities based on the degree of accessibility to transport systems.
Category |, 2. Category ll, 3. Category HL, Category IV, 5. The main railway network
(SourceT£ 1 ©ngt C. (2000), Transporturile Ki sistemele
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Another approach is in the field of geography of rural settlements where the transport
infrastructure is seen as a prerequigitetfie differentiation of rural areas (. Muntelieal,, 2010).

EU transport strategies were dealt with in the pdp@rm©n i a . Nat JRomania.i soci
Nature and Socie}y(2016) in order to provide an image of the development and modernization of the
transport network.

Tourism GeographyThe collapse of communism in Romania offered the opportunity of private
capital to invest in tourism activities. Thus, betEmed accommodation units were built in relation to
tourist demand (pensions) and new forhsourism were developed (ecological, wine routes, sports
cycling, rafting). Geographical studies on tourism increased in number after 1989, given the need to
synchronize this field of study with the levellofowledge from other branches of economicggaphy.

The research varied in terms of particular topico ur i sm geography (1. Ma c ,

N . Cianga, 2006) ; research methodology (P. Coc
P. Cocean, 2004, 2007 ; 2A006); towismezoring (G, Erdelia lu lstrate, Co ma n
1996 ; N . Cianga, 200 2; | . Muntel e, 2000; S. Neg
there were studies on tourism geeaba,Url89; Mylelenice di f f e
et d. , 200 3; M. l el enicz, L a u r-lpate, 20IR%taursm typology 2 0 0 6 ;
(lonica Soare, 2007), cultural tourism (Camelia Teodorescu, 2009), tourism planning (M. Olaru, 2000;

G. Erdel i, A . Gheor ghi |l as, De&ip2ZD@ ), as Mell ad regarding the 2 0 0 7 ;

economicand legalspectsin order to cover the transformations that were taking place, in these fields,

during the transition period Romania was going through (Rodica Matcal, 1991; I. Istrateet al.,

1996; E . Buci uman, 1999, Net al Ne a0s0ul,; 2VW0.0 0G| a0v.a nSn axo0
D. Zamfir, 2eb 4,62011).NDther Mrerks taskied ecotourism (Florina Beaal, 1998;

V. Glavan, 2003; El ena Mat eii,n dad 0@t&ln 20e0xal 5 ; P. Ni s

Over the 2022022 the ProjecSocial and innovative platform on cultural tourism and its
potential towards deepening europeanisati@8POT)f unded from the European
2020 programme for research and innovation dadected under the coordination of Mendelu
University of Brno. SPOT project is focused on the study of issues related to cultural tourism, with the
Institute of Geography as Romanian Partner.

Geography of TradeTerritorially speaking, economic developméstuneven because raw
materials, labor, and capital are not evenly distributed. Thus, the industry, often concentrated near
large cities, needs raw materials at shorter or longer distances and the sale of products is also done to
closer or more distant miets. Through trade, these flows of goods necessary for territorial
development are distributed. Geography has developed theories of location for economic activities in
order to support economic and political decisinakers.

After 1989, the concerns okggragers were focused on issues of internal trade (L. Dobraca,
1995, 2001) or international trade (P. Ser ban, :
economic macrbalances (trade balance).

Furthermore, works of economic (even worldwide) gapby included chapters on trade
(I. Velcea, Al.Ungureanu, 1993; V. Cucu, 1996; G. Erdelial, 2000; N. Raboca&t al, 2001;

A. Pacurar, 2001; C. latwu, | . Muntele, 2002; C.

7.SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY

Currently, two tendencies can be identified in the development of geography, specific to other
sciences as well: thelassicizatiorof already clearly defined branches and the expansion of scientific
investigations in the field of human geography (Coceflal, 1996).Social geography is one such
branch of human geography, with a high research potential and which studies the relationships
between space and the social phenomena that take place within it, in relation to the natural, historical,
economic and cultural inteeonditions. Thus, emphasis is placed on both the interrelations that social
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geography has with other sciences (sociology, economics, history, psychology etc.), as well as on the
numerous and varied connections between the smtinomic phenomena/processand the space
where they occur and evolve.

The complex relationship between social phenomena and geographical space has been debated
extensively in international literature since the earl§ @éntury, but the termsocial geographywas
coined byFrenchsociologists around 18718B80(Dunbar, 1977).

E. Reclus used the tersocial geographyto replace that oanthropogeographywhich also
occurred in Romanian geography. The latter term was enforcddeoyr e di nt i ; however,
inter-war period, it waseplaced byhuman geographyw hi | e during the communi s
economic geographyburing the time it functioned asconomic geographyPopovici equated it to
social geography whi | e Do ni s socidyenfraplete e dnore dppopriat@icomae, 2011).

The termsocial geographyhas been used for more than a century and its explicit content has
been the subject of numerous debates. Afteffiteeelements okocial geographyontained by the
reference works on the Romanian civilizatias early as the 6century and in the 32 geographical
dictionaries of the counties, published under the aegis of the Romanian Geographical Society in the
beginning of the 20century, the first social geography study in Romania was published (Urechia,
1902). Although the ternsocial geographysed by Urechia in his article was not found in other
geographical works in Romania until the pasr period, his contribution to the emergence and
development of social geography in Romania was important, agirglita starting point for future
studies (I. Nicoale, 2005). In the first decades of tHe@htury, geography expanded to encompass
what is now calledocial geographyNicolae, 2005) and its topics were shaped by the main historic
events such as thestablishment of the Romanian national unitary state and the dangers of its
dissolution once the Second World War broke out. During the Communist period, in contrast to the
development of social geography worldwidecial geographywas not recognized as feeld of
scientific research (Nicolae, 2005; Rostas, 2012) in Romania.

The research topic that approaches geographicaldimension of social phenomena has
significantly diversified during the pe4989 Revolution era, even from that first decade. Thieatet
aspects regarding social geography and social space (Tufescu, 1994; €oakai996; Ipatiov,
2007; Guran, 2009) highlighted the diddds of social geographybehavioral geography, medical
geography, the geography of religions, cultural geogré@locearet al, 1996).

The territorial approach to social risk (Guran and Turnock, 2000), to the $exitorial
i mplications of the migraiNioan, pheBdmenhamoé| and®s$
mar gi nal get al.,ulp9s) arfdIthe geoggaphical analysis of deviant befsaDumitrache
and Dumbraveanu, 1998) were topics that aroused
same time, the studies on the ethnicities in the Romanian space were reprised, as well as those dealing
with the dynamics of the ethnic andnfessional structure in some historical Romanian provinces,
which had been topics of interest ever since the-ingerperiod (lacob, 1994995; Costachie, 1997;
Cretan, 2009; F. Il patiov, 2003; Muntele, 2004) .

Social geography continued to develop by adding new topics, but also by detailing those
previously studied. Labor f or ce asodal riskn(Ropagcl, 0y me n f

2001);disadvantaged ethngroups( Cr et an, 20009) ; soci al space; t he
and Atudoei, 2011); aspects of medical geography (Dumitrache and Nae, RO&¥trache, 2007
Dumitrache andu mbr aveanu, 20009) ; a series of el ement s

migration ILMunt el e, 2t0aD2821); pepulationi natrdigrthe quality of urban life andoor

housing (Nae, 2007, 2008, 2008gional studies on social geograpbgban segregation (Mionel, 2010;

Mi onel and Negut, 2 011 ¢tal, 2620)qHigad) aredthe snastlcoranmoh tapice ( Mi
included inthe works onsocial geography During past years social geography has continued its
devel opmet through other studies focused on et
Dami an, Sageat aal, 2] the linkvbetweem the ethnicligwus and cultural
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dimensions of the population (Mionel, 2019, Muntefiel, 2019, Munteanu, Cocean, 2019, Costachie

and Soare, 2012), health and life style, as well as the quality of life (Moise, 2015, Paraschiv, 2016,
Tal os, 2017, Daubetiart al a2020)eQtheraapids4vere tBe different issues related to
human communities (their reslilience Ser b an, Tal anga, 2015; —their
Stoiculescu and Huzui, 2011; local identityjucu, 2012), toponimy (Persu, Nancu, 201R)jcl dr en’ s
geography (Mocanu, 2019).
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Fig. 4— Social Disadvantage Index 2011.
(SourceMi trica B., Serban P., Mocanu | ., Grigorescu | ., D a mi
and Regional Disparities in the Rural Areas of Romania: FoctiseoBocial Disadvantaged Areas,
Social Indicators Research, Social Indicators Resgarch

Soci al geography in Romani a hprgect® presenttends. f r o m
As proof of the value of the first study on social geography in ountcgumany of the publications
have their roots (at least those concerning the topics addressed) in structuring the social facts included
in the 1902 article. Romania’s current soci al g
not benefited Itm an ongoing development due to of the political context that has not been auspicious
for quite a few decades. In the contemporary era, social geography is well represented in Romanian
university geographical education, both in traditional universityresrdand in those established after
1990. Many researchers and academics belonging to different generations focus their scientific interest
towards social geography topics, some mgessicalin nature, others more #p-date, stemming
from the current anchore dynamic social, economic, and cultural context.
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8. REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

Contemporary concerns regarding regional geography started being based on systemic
approaches. The frontier between physical and economic geography, strongly outlined @uring th
period of Soviet influence (1950968) blurred considerably, as physigabgraphical phenomena
were approached from the perspective of their anthropic impact, and théhsowo ones in close
correlation with their natural background. However, everthie period when the administrative
regions were outlined according to the criterion of the homogeneity of the economic potential,
according to the model of the Sovieblasts Vintil a Mi hail escu mad e [
regionalisation criterion, badeon which he made a first regionalisation of the Romanian mountain

area (1963), and later the hill and plain regions (1966). InGheso gr af i e[Théoretical et i c L

Geography (1968), he <concluded: “Criticall theanal yz
domi nant characters and polarize the rest aroun
(pp. 2372 3 8) . In this context, for him, the region re
territorial conditions (naturalandanthpi ¢) ” (p. 242). The natur al reg

anthropogeographic region, aiming at territorial functionality (regional geographical functionality).

The transition from the logic of regionalisation based on homogeneity to that based on
functionality was also reflected in the administratiggitorial division implemented in 1968, when
counties were conceived as functional territorial structures incorporating in their territory different
relief units, with varied resources and potentiabheratinge c on o mi ¢ compl ement ar
Dadmbovit a, Buzau, Prahova, Vrancea, Gorj , Bi hor ,
with a seemingly uniform relief, such as plain countries, induced a structure and a differentiated
potential of use thragh the variety in microforms, through the connection between meadows and the
two Danubian lakes)(u d e Se |l e R o mgrheiCelintiessod Sociadist Romd))id969).

The functional region is the one based on the established relations between thg hocigi
developed in the areas of convergence of material and human flows. This type of region usually
develops at the border between the homogeneous natural regions, in the spaces of economic and social
complementarity (at the border between the moondad the suiCarpathian border, between the
plateau and the plain areas etc.). Regionalisation according to functional criteria, as a result of the
multiple interconnections between homogeneous natural spaces, was set up after the Second World
War, as aresult of the assertion of the American geographic school and the influence it exerted in
Europe, especially on the French school.

In this context, the research concerning regional geography have amplified and diversified in
Romania as well. The geomorpbgical studies of some territorial units resulted in their
geomorphological regionalisations, and much of the research of human and economic geography was
geared towards geographical units precisely delimited from a territorial point of view. Howeeer, giv
the socigpolitical circumstances of the time, most Romanian geographers regarded morphological
criteria as the starting point in regionalisation actionMi hai | es c u, 1957, Mor ar
Cotet, 196t &l,;198Y Posear Badea, 1982tc I n t hi s sense, H. Gr u
1968, a series of geostructural, morphostructural and morphosculptural criteria that had to be taken
into account for the delimitation of geographical regions, an action that would only be materialized in
1984 through the regionalisation of Romanian relief units, issued by Gr. Posea and L. Badea. This
regionalisation methodology, constantly perfected, also served as a basis for the creation of the
volumes of regional geography of the treatise on the GeograpRgroénia (vol. Ill-V), as well as
of an extensive monograph in eight volumes dedicated to the relief units of Romania (coordinated by
L. Badea, 20042014), followed by a dictionary comprising the elements th€Badea, 2014).

The region was thereforear el ati vely homogeneous part of t|
specific characteristicsrelief, climate, water, economic resources, human numbezsulting in its
own geographi caletal, 898% & 278)pCoriseqektly, dhe ftediothes result of a
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mix between active and passive factors of variable importance and intensity (relief, climate, geology,
human activities and history, social organization etc.), which lent a certain physiognomy, a territorial
homogeneity, a personal dynaraied a certain internal evolutionary balance (functional region).

I n this context, I . lanos (1987) proposed a r
conceived as functional macroterritorial geographical spaces, thus laying the foundatgstemic
approaches in the regional geography of Romania. These would bring a constant enrichment in content

for the concept of geographical regi on, conceiv
interaction and mutual influence of the mata | , soci al and economic el e
“l arger or smaller piece of l and resulting fror
human factors” (Gruescu, 1987), a “functional
thermodymamic and optimal, informational system, with a dissipative strecamd a very high
resi stance to change” (lanos, 1993) . I't is chara
which allow it to selorganize.

Of an al most similar meaning, t hat of a compl

opted fa the concept ofireaa s a spatial individuality, struct
which the presence of man, operating intelligently and consciously, gives him the quality of not being

the sum of its components, although in its semionomic tansition it is based on their
interdependencies, in which its dynamics and-isajfilatory force reside, varied, intense and more
productive” (p. 27) . F. Grecu (2000) showed th
regionalisation can be performedcarding to complex criteria, which take into account all aspects

and all components of a system, or according to simple criteria, which target a single aspect or
component. It turns out that the region can be s

The regional spacde coherent (its natural and anthropic components are closely connected) and
synergistic theco per ati on of the components generates a
characteristics that are identified in heterogeneous regions, whilelrragyicms have a coherent and
synergistic structure only on the vertical level (between the geological substrate, relief, hydrosphere,
atmosphere and biosphere).

The mental space, as a result of the projection of the spatial element in the psycholagy of th
inhabitants, of the communion between man and his living environment, is considered by some
authors, especially by the representatives of the School of Regional GeographyNatiap, as a
decisive element in the durability of any regional structifee mental spaces are, at the same time,
functional spaces, as well as spaces of ethnic and cultural homogeneity, spaces the identity of the
inhabitants can relate to, structured vertically, based on the relations between the local communities.
Therefore the regions that have reached the stage of mental spaces are deemed the most evolved and
most viable to become administrativee r r i t or i al struct a2r0e0s0 ; ( Coacgeeaant, :
2004, 2006 ; Cocean, Filip, 2 0 ,82012).Ctaxireg draom thege0 1 1 ‘
premi ses, -regidns were yulined,nm which the elements of the natural background and
those induced by the anthropic presence make up a functional whole, which tends towards a state of
dynami c bal an csglvania, B&oat, $obtleern©ltefia, Southern Transylvania, Bucharest
Metropolitan Area, the Curvature [i.e., the Curvature Carpathians], the Apuseni Mountains, North
We s t Munteni a, Dobrogea, Bdt lug ¢R oH@atreag aRwsac 8B,a r Bigc
North-E a s t Munteni a, N o r t-Ghiear, the LOWerr Ranubeg the Silet coaidouance: s

the Danube Delta (Cocean, Filip, 2008, p-13! ) . Subsequentl vy, by integ

functionality territori ad3).systems” were designed
Another direction of approach, which took shape at the same time, is baskd areas of

influence of urban centresapabl e of being invested with an ad

2004, 2006, 2011, 2015), taken aside and ranked inarelatithe relationships established at the level
of local settlement systems (competition and subordination). On this basis, 11 regions were put
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forward: Banat , Bucovina (Northern Mol dova), Dol
Muntenia, Oltenia]ransylvania, Southern Transylvania and the Bucharest Metropolitan Area.
The criterion of economic and social functionality was the starting point for another

regionalisation developed by a group of dbyeacher s
V. Cucu (2013), who merged counties in order to set apart 11 economic and geographical regions : the
CarpathiarDanubiarOlt, the Banafl i mi s , t-8emeCg,i saha Mar amures and

Transyl vani an, t -Biec orieathepGenttiNorthern MBldoaam,otive Carpathian
Danubian EasMuntenia, the Carpathiadanubian CentraMuntenia, the CarpathiaDanubian
Maritime and the Buchare#ifov Metropolitan Economic Region.

The *“J7 Romani an regional i satistarical fyunctiengligy,c t bas
devel oped by G. Jivanescu (2013), -stptistogplevele d a d
NUTS | represented by 3 maeregions (Wallachia- RO1, Moldova— RO2 and Ardeal RO3);

NUTS, Il consisting of 6 provinces (BanatCr i s an a, Transylvania and Ma
Bucovina, Oltenia, Muntenia and Dobrogea, and Bucharest); NUTS Ill, comprising 19 development
regions (Banat , Crisana, Mar amur es, Sout her n,

Southern, Western, Begern and Northern Moldova, i.e., Bucovina, S$obuntainous and Valley
Oltenia, Dobrogea, Southern, Eastern, Western and Northern Muntenia and Btitfoajeand
NUTS IV, comprising the current counties.

Another regionalisation proposal, elaborated byeam led by P. Otiman (2013), also put
forward 6 variants of regionalisation based on three territstaistical levels: NUTS 4+ 3 provinces
(Muntenia, Moldova and Transylvania); NUTS II, consisting of 7 or 11 regions, and NUTS IlI
corresponding to thereseniday counties.

Whatever the strengths or weaknesses of these regional territorial divisions, they are based on
territorial functionality, a basic criterion for the viability of any territorial structure, becoming
important landmarks in the progee®f regional geography in Romania. Romania has not yet
implemented an administratiregional level, remaining from this point of view one of the few large
EU states characterized by a high degree of administiiixieorial fragmentation.

9. CONCLUSIONS

With the shift to markebased economy from the command one, Human Geography research
has pursued various paths of analysis to reflect the multi faceted transformation -eeattiarg
consequences of the so@oonomic changes.

Among the topics addresseunder the framework of Population Geography there are: the
reconstruction of the process of populating some regions in Romania during past centuries, the
evolution of the demographic transition process in Romania, the analysis of the-gremgaaphical
potential in certain regions, the tracking of current population redistribution processes, deciphering the
mechanisms that generated disparities in the manifestation of phenomena with a strong economic and
social impact, the dynamics of the ethnic and cssitaal structure etc.

One of the main research issuwddJrban Geographwere related to thplanning of perurban
spacespneindustry towns,urbanrural relations, urban ecologyrhan renewal and gentrification,
urban images, strategies for urban depment, uban segregatiorhe study of the rural space also
took shape in a series of books, scientific articles or chapters in volumes dealing with aspects of Rural
Geography as a whole or published at regional level

The changing role of industry, botmanufacturing and mining, attracting foreign direct
investment and influencing the trajectories of the evolution of labor and productive firms were the
main areas of interest in the geography of industry. In the last three decades, an important role in
reshaping the economy of regions and urban centers has been played by industrial dynamics.
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The research on the dynamics of agricultural crops, that of agricultural production, of land use
categories, on the changes occurring at their level, as well agthicant impact they have in the
context of global environmental changes, remains a priority of the national and international scientific
world of Agricultural Geography.

Geographical research on tourisaried in terms of particular topiasiurism geogaphy, research
methodology, tourism zoningpurism typology, cultural tourism, tourism in general, as well as in terms
of economicand legalaspectsin order to cover the transformations that were taking place, in these
fields, during the transition pe&d Romania was going throughumerous geographical studies
dealing with Transport Geography have highlighted the need to expand the main transport arteries, the
optimization of the transport network as well as the interconnectivity of different modesspart,
while the Geography of Trade has developed theories of location for economic activities in order to
support economic and political decisiorakers.

Social geography continued to develop by addressing new topics, but also by detailing those
previausly studied, i.e., labor force and unemploymential risk,disadvantaged ethnigroups,the
geography of religions, aspects of medical geograpbpulation nutrition quality of urban life and
poor housing, urban segregati@thnic minorities, the fik between the ethnic, religious and cultural
di mensions of the population, health and | ife st

Regional Geography has stood out through a series of regional territorial divisions, which are
based on territorial function&)i, an important criterion for the viability of any territorial structure,
constituting landmarks in the progress of Regional Geography in Romania.
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